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Increasing Weekend Inspections of Residential Wood Frame Construction Sites 
 

Falls from heights are a leading cause of serious injuries in the residential wood frame 
construction industry. Through proper planning, supervision and training, employers can 
reduce or eliminate the risk of falling from ladders, building, roofs and scaffolds. 
 
During this spring, WorkSafeBC will be increasing the number of their unannounced 
weekend inspections of active residential wood frame construction sites to help reduce the 
number of serious injuries caused by falls from heights. The weekend inspection 
enforcement initiative will primarily focus on preventing fall hazards, safe ladder use and 
safe scaffolding.  
 
Increased weekend inspections will serve as a reminder to owners, prime contractors and 
contractors they are required to remain conscious of workplace health and safety and be 
diligent in maintaining and enforcing safety policies and programs, even when working on 
weekends. 
 
WorkSafeBC is conducting this Residential Wood Frame Spring Weekend Inspectional 
Initiative as part of the Construction High Risk Strategy aimed at reducing serious injuries 
and death caused by falls from heights on residential wood frame construction worksites. 
 

What can to you expect? 
 
The focus of these weekend inspections will be to ensure employers are: 
 

1. Planning and supervising their work to prevent workers from falling from heights (ladders, roofs, 
scaffolds, floors & roofing openings etc.). 

 
2. Ensuring workers are instructed and trained in the fall protection systems for the area and the 

procedures to be followed. 
 

3. Ensuring workers use the fall protection system provided by the employer. 
 

4. Ensuring equipment used in a fall protection system is inspected and maintained in good working 
order. 

 
5. Providing their workers with safe access to all work locations (suitable ladders, stairways, work 

platform, scaffolds, walkways, ramps). 
 

Workplace health and safety is a shared responsibility 
 
Every owner, prime contractor, subcontractor, supervisor and worker on a residential wood frame 
construction site share the responsibility to keep the workplace free of hazards to help ensure workers 
return homely safely. 


